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intensifying and becoming brutal4 In fact, if such suspension
were inherent in satyagraha it would be a serious limitation and
the opponent would have a powerful motive to be brutal in
order to bring about suspension.

Thus in 1930 when the Government started a regular reign
of terror to suppress the satyagraha movement, Gandhiji felt
that the correct way to fight the brutal repression of the Govern-
ment was to intensify civil disobedience and to widen its scope
and thus to invite the Government "to disclose to the full the
leonine paws of authority". "For according to the science of
satyagraha, the greater the repression and lawlessness on the
part of authority, the greater should be the suffering courted
by the victims. Success is the certain result of suffering of the
extremist character, voluntarily undergone."5

The eagerness of the satyagrahi not to embarrass the
adversary may be exploited by the latter to ruin the non-violent
group. But the satyagrahi must not exercise the virtue of self-
restraint to the extent of self-extinction or suicidal self-
suppression, for then the virtue becomes a vice.6 In case non-
embarrassment is exploited by the opponent it becomes the clear
duty of the satyagrahis to resist the aggressor non-violently and
defend themselves. Says Gandhiji, "Defensive civil disobedience
becomes a duty when insult or humiliation is imposed upon us
by an opponent. That duty would have to be done whether the
opponent is in difficulty or not."7

To sum up, when the enemy is in difficulty it is the duty
of the satyagrahi to do what is morally necessary, though he
must avoid what may not be morally indefensible but is
calculated to vex and embarrass the opponent.7

., June 10,  1939, p. 159.
5 Quoted in History of the Congress, p. 665. In 1939 no doubt Gandhiji
advised the suspension of civil disobedience in some of the native States
where authorities were getting brutalized.  But this   suspension was due
partly to lack of adequate training on the part of satyagrahis and partly
to Gandhiji's desire for a calm atmosphere in which he might think out a new
orientation of civil disobedience. If the satyagrahis had been   thoroughly
disciplined presumably he would not have advised suspension. H., June 10,
1939, p. 159.
6 H., Sept. 22, 1940, p. 290.
7 H., Jan. 6,  1940, p. 404.